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Ral REPORT OF HE 


se Sa oe CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION COMMITTEE 


jae Role and Functions of the Conservation and Utilization 


The Department of the Environment Act was passed in TL and anended 
Vt ae Pees and the Conservation and Utilization Committee to 
consist of members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor-—in—Council. 

The Committee had originally been established by The Utilization of 
Lands and Forests Act in 1955 which was repealed in 1970 by The Environment 
Conservation Act. The 1971 Department of the Environment Act placed t 


Committee under that legislation and the 1972 amendment specified it as.an 


interdepartmental commit 


1.1 The Department of the Environment Act 
The role and functions of the Conservation and Utilization Committee 
as weil as a definition of matters pertaining to the environment are 
contained within the Act. It is thought that in this report of the 
Committee, some attention should be given to the directives and 


definitions in the Act. 


1.1.1 Matters pertaining to the Environment 

The Act defines matters pertaining to the environment to 

include: 

(a) the conservation, management and utilization of natural 
resources; 

(b) the prevention and control of pollution of natural resources; 

(c) the prevention of noise and the control of noise levels 
resulting from commercial or industrial operations in so 


far as they affect the environment in the vicinity of those 


operations; 


x2 


ee 


22S 


—— 


es Ee a 
Bes Bs ee ne 


(d) economic factors that directly or indirectly affect the 
ability of persons to carry out measures that relate to the 
matters referred to in clauses (a), (b) ane (c); 

(e) any operations or activities 
(i) that adversely affect or are likely to adversely affect 

the quality or quantity of any natural resource, or 
(i1) that destroy, disturb, pollute or alter or make use of 
a natural resource or are likely to do so; 

(f) the preservation of natural resources for their aesthetic 
value; 

(g) laws in force in Alberta that relate to or directly or 
indirectly affect the ecology of the environment or natural 


resources. 


eine Functions of the Conservation and Utilization Committee 

According to The Department of the Environment Act, the 

Conservation and Utilization Committee 

(a) shall, at the direction of the Coordinating Council, inquire 
into and study any matter pertaining to the environment and 
shall make its recommendations and report thereon to the 
Coordinating Council and the Minister; 

(b) may inquire into and study any matter pertaining to the 
environment and shall submit its recommendations and. report 


thereon to the Coordinating Council and the Minister. 


1.2 The Role of the Conservation and Utilization Committee 
As set out in The Department of the Environment Act, the Conser- 
vation and Utilization Committee has functions that put it into 


relationship with the Natural Resources Coordinating Council and the 
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Minister of the @nvironment. It is to Telen to the Coordinating 
Council and the Minister in respect of matters pertaining to the 
environment, wiich are defined in the Act to include such broad areas 
as resource management, conservation and pollution. The Conservation 
and Utilization Committee, on its own initiative or at the direction 
of the Coordinating Council, makes its reports and recommendations on 


my 


matters pertaining to the environment to both the Coordinating Council 


and the Minister of the Environment. 


mm 
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The intention of the Act is that, in carrying out its functions, 
the Conservation and Utilization Committee, with its multiple—discipline 
and multiple-agency representation from natural resource and environment 
related Psat none departirents and agencies, will provide for and erisure 
balanced study and coordinated government action in connection with 
environmental and natural resource developuent matters. 

The Conservstion and Utilization Cormittee and the Coordinating 
Council constitute the prime administrative mechanism through which 
interdepartmentally derived recommendations on environmental and natural 


resource development matters reach Executive Council through the *inister 


of the Environment 


Sumzary of Roles and Functions 

In a general way, the Conservation and Utilization Committee is 
organized to achieve representation from various Government departments 
and agencies on matters pertaining to the environment and natural resource 
development. The Conservation and Utilization Committee report and 


recommendations go to the Coordinating Council and the Minister of the 


Environment. 


he 
a : 
oe ™ os =i 
sti att abate wo) otk pineal Ad 
Ter) 


ie 


Pro pete oq eatin ye ogo haley it etn 2 a 


— bined i toh wit ne dencrab ions do 2 stemhaon 
(te igerroqn@?, sont ata baie neniav? fenze Smecalietven, gsenienaa/ ” 
ust, Wan.2d) eG werabne toe seeblese aa 
ethreo) sft w’ = 


ae || a a 
“i ioitd srenminth Wa wana ast coin .fkan0e) gir 


lione sfPlasbiredd pre anes eo! Bneanetiiko ett 02 yttn aeeg esdae > a 
° - 
montis whi ta ysesetoi «ani? bres . 


retool ast deo GAtyiie? Ws. yda"d =: shh ote 4o ooktea st ey 
‘ 
wth ty hos Sb~oig th tim a &s ao be te! Jha noiws > iJ | ma A sierra wo aff 


“nae tivne Drit sale och fouitas wert vol fa)’ 


Avene ben 30] ah! Vong, nt peeivorgs fey +t 


(tiw sebfoewion Gh delies atemunter., &* Kiierey cot “inte Bagi 


r 


‘pepttee des hLued petceet MStu6 of CG + Aarne "ato 


antcantbnee) eli btn eupciere) metangiliel brs. dah yeeeie) 


dotdy tgwordd soleadpet Gvdfe: teicunhe peg «i! > ate taeee 4 eer) 


fesse tne Lolaepoorivviw ite Mor Poenesor 6 tof «cf Tod aque wage 
i U : 4 n 
“eteto?? wilt feeondd Ctorug or) Sinead Wse00 Wel Jin, LecoeoveD sole: ¥ : 


ignore te 
: 


sipisaw: bas sola to (uae 
ay i 


dsld yAty Reonny 9 rif 


an mr ev as oF te 
in rie heck no’ Eps 


It “is important to emphasize that the Conservation and Utilization 
mn ; vu coe : : aha 
Committee is not itself a regulatory body, although its membership has 
strong concerns with legislation and regulations on matters pertaining 


to the environment and natural resource development. 


Membership 

The Conservation and Utilization Committee is established by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council and consists of rot less than 12 members who 
are employees of the Government or members or employees of government 
agencies. In accordance with the Act, the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
has appointed, by 0.C. 1364/72 as amended by 0.0. 1504/72, the followines 


Oo 


as members of the Conservation and Utilization Comnittee: 


Adolph W, Goettel Department of Agriculture 

Glen W. Acorn Department of the Attorney General 
Henry W. Thiessen Department of the Environment 
Reginald E, Bailey Department of the Environment 

Eugene E, Kupchanko Department of the Environment 
Clifford R. May Department of Hee 4 and Social Development 
Marshall J. Dolinsky Department of Hirhways and Transport 
Jack L. Snary Department of Industry and Commerce 
Dean S, Lawson Department of Lands and Forests 
Gordon R. Kerr Department of Lands and Forests 
Robert G, Steele Department of Lands and Forests 
Thomas A. Drinkwater Department of Lands and Forests 
Michael J. Day Department of lines and Minerals 
Alvin, isbister Department of Municipal Affairs 
Noel B, Dant Department of Municipal Affairs 
Donald A, Hayes Alberta Government Travel Bureau 
Victor E. Bohme Energy Resources Conservation Board 
Robert Green Research Council of Alberta 


Mr. H. W. Thiessen and Mr. K. R. Smith were Chairman and 


1 13 ation and Utilization Committee. 
Secretary, respectively, of the Conservation a i 
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Task Forces 

Several task forces were set up during the course of the year for 
the purpose of investigating specific subjects of concern with a view 
toward reporting recommended alternative courses of action. They were 
problem Oriented, short-term working groups constituted to ensure that 


the professional expertise available in various government departments 


‘and agencies was intezrated into a multi-disciplinary consideration of 


Specific problems. The following task forces of the Committee were 
active durinse the year: 


Task Force on ourface Disturbance and Reclamation. This task 
ee I eC lL amatLon, 


force was constituted under the auspices of the Conservation and 
Utilization Committee for the purpose of developing regulations for 
the prevention ard control of environmentally degrading surface | 
disturbances, The task force connpleted its review of 4 areas of 
Concern: (1) well drilling such as oil, gas, water and deep disposal 
wells; (2) excavation of varying scale including clay and marl, sand 
and gravel, as well as sanitary landfills; (3) operations with linear 
characteristics such as geophysical operations, pipelines, utility 
right-of-ways, resource access roads, etc; and (4) water reservoir 
and flood area reclamation. The findings of this task force have 
provided a basis for, and have been incorporated in, proposed land 


surface conservation legislation. 


Task Force on Remote Sensing. This task force was established 
(1) to review infrared scanning techniques as they are currently being 
used by responsible resource agencies in North America; (2) to 


specificaliy inventory government requirements by discipline and 
\ 


7 
U is 


weet” heat 


ney tasy are Le amos ant iit cam ete? novi) eK fuisyet 


faavend “1 appa 


tinentta bebdarrowe: pi hare Loyd 


yi i? 2s TO: 259 TUVS BELO 
7 


47o. «© MOBS sf wIn2nnrTs f ool chagrtag 


wwly a A029 aeons Th af°o7 Hh gliioegn wi (i 


ad he tools | 4 ny lL 


holy ewwiee 
¢ ‘ ’ Ovle 4 q ‘<7 _ 
~romatheqeh jcaray og soimay nt Sl alyee a C8 hee * oq one: : 
a ae é 
P : \ cowtins oa toe As rf 
L¢ Dd ] (2e ae oO v,28 DD ary bith «ZF f:iM ri 0 u8 { >k 1" +4 a = a8 Ora ei 


~odt geiceitl robs en i PL iF Pe ae : ——,- 
tis aotdewtenna? aft 4 t I ae Ma | “” agyel 
guabialagee - whyoT ered a0 Say}: hs ‘Ss 1 scm 0S) Se a 
' P : af 
. mn 
andl! giiipriny P Ligareroiwyh? © yey | f ee tag add 
. 
ts eacta | Yo weigy: oti Dejale A uae gia 7 
é i > % Ae ooe { { : my 7 tj = teolIp? 


Lreaqe th Ge b iap wey .aG 
pe 3) we Re ‘i sete 


tae kaa os yet. rol by tank wf. 
r 8 : ‘oy wt, Sas 7 


s 


os aif hdr eine JerToyo tm phil Thier, i Be 


. 
se Mart? y “ioc! ‘S TOre Ae Pens 8 cmt 
_ 


- qeithn ,eusdiagiy eladteetey® foil 45) 


ort 


yiovises’ ata (a) 7 ware JePGO'?, SEGUNDO TL POSt 4s npctomditgies © 
oa ‘teed. 
v 


eval «ort. Nae? etd fommmbpak) Sh wel Tier 20 
a 


ant ded eye ib .20) sions 2 


hau tesaagerte stihl 
“snodtelozzo! nok sevraneages 


ee oo Fie 1 = n° ee 
a 
18 nennt sahoe 


estimate hours of aircraft use; (3) investigate possible use and cost 
sharing input by the Federal Department of Iinergy Mines and Resources; 
(4) review hardware available on the market and identify the most 
suitable and economic equipment for coordinated use by all agencies; 
and (5) submit a report and recommendation to the Conservation and 
Utilization Committee, Six meetings were held during the year and 
percpor. 1s expected: early an. 1973. n interim recommendation of the 
task force was the establishment of a coordinator for remote sensing 

in Alberta. The coordinator has been responsible to the Conservation 
and Utilization Committee during the year for (1) enhancing Alberta's 
ability to take advantage of the services of the Canadian Centre for 
Remote Sensing (CCRS); (2) providing liaison with CCRS and a focal 
point for all Alterta users; (3) coordinating remote sensing applications 
from throughout Alberta, including provincial and federal activities as 
well as universities and industry, with the CCRS: (4) providing 
assistance and training wnere required throughout the provincial civil 
service; (5) providing assistance to Alberta's Canadian Advisory 
Committee on Remote Sensing memcoer toward the development of an Alberta 
Remote Sensing Centre; and (6) liaison with the CCRS and other 
provinces on technical aspects of remote sensing. 

Task Force on Surdivisions. The Conservation and Utilization 
Committee established this task force to develop an effective and 
comprehensive reference machinery for the processing of applications 
to eubdivide land adjacent to water bodies. The terms of reference 
within which the task force was required to conducts its studies were 
as follows; (1) to investigate the scope, effectiveness and compre-— 


hensiveness of such referral machinery available under the Subdivision 
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and Transfer Regulation (section ") with special attention given to 
the total time within which an application to subdivide could have a 
decision made on it from such a system of processing subdivision 
applications and to make recommendations in respect of these items; 
(2) that some measure of consistency based on maximum and minimum 
criteria be built into reference relating to similar kinds of 
applications and that duplication of references be eliminated; and 
(3) that amendments to existing statutory legislation be proposed, if 
found to be indicated from an analysis of items 1 and 2 and any 
recommendations proposed thereto, A report will be available early 


ened. 72 « 
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Erazeau Dam Task Force. At the request of the Minister of the 
Environment, the Conservation and Utilization Committee established 
this task force to compile information avout the current situaticn 
surrounding the Brazeau Dam and recommend future actions. The specific 
responsibilities of the task force were: (1) to state the current 
Situation with respect to the proposed clearing»of the’ canal area and 
the relative responsibility of Calgary Power; (3) to recommend the 
necessary clearing to be undertaken preparatory to raising of the 
reservoir full supply level in relationship to the reservoir recreation 
potential; (41) to comment with regard to the decaying of wood residue 
and potential water polltvion effects forthe City of clooer SaE 
(5)"to assess the recreation potential of the Brazeau Dam Reservoir 
area after removal of floating and standing trees from the area. The 
report was tabled in March. A major conclusion of the task force was 


that the Brazeau Reservoir appears to have limited recreational 


potential. 
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task Force on Athabasca Tar Sands Reclamation Research. At -the 
request of the Minister of the Environment, the committee established 
a task force to determine what a tar sands reclarnayion research 


project should entail, with a view to providing guidelines to industry. 


o 


Athabasca Tar Sands Development Stratecy -— The Committee was 
requested in the early spring to undertake a study of the direction of 
development of the Fort McMurray area, as related to tar sands 
development, Specifically, the Committee was asked to make recommen- 
dations regarding delineation of an overall strategy regarding this 
development, including (a) a definition of overall objectives and 
purposes, (b) a delineation of an overall strategy, (c) a development 
control structure for the area, and (d) a time schedule of development. 
The Committee formed five working groups, egch of which focused its 
attention on one of five areas of concern: soci2i issues, economic 
issues, environmental issues, technical issues, and administrative 
issues. These working groups included representation from all 
appropriate departments and agencies. In total, over 40 senior civil 
servants were involved, The report was intended to te conceptual in 
nature, providing a basis for policy discussion and a framework within 
which detailed planning could take place. The report addressed itself 
to the question of "what should be done" rather than the less demanding 
question of "how should we do it". The report has been presented to 
Executive Council, and included recommended alternative development 
objectives and strategies for the Athabasca Tar Sands. JEmphasis was 
placed on the regulated and controlled development of the Athabasca 


1be 


tar sands for the socio-economic benefit of Albertans. 
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3.2 Summary of Discussion Items 


i. Restricted Development Areas ~ Committee began discussions of the 


concept of a restricted development area as provided for in section 
15 of The Department of the Environment Act. Several alternative 
interpretations of the application of the provision were discussed. 
The government has requested several areas to be assessed for 
designation as restricted development areas. 

2. The Impact of Herbicides on Rirds - Information regarding the 
possible deleterious impact of herbicides on bird eggs was tabled. 
The item was closely related to previous Committee discussion on 
the use of herbicides to control growth along power line right—of-— 
ways. “The results of the Fish Aad Wildlife Division studies on 
the tox xicity of herbicides to the eggs of Alberta bird and fish 
species are to be submitted when available 


3, land Seminar —- At the request of the Minister of the Environment, 


the Committee sponsored an interdepartmental seminar on land 
administration in February 1972 for the purpose of exploring the 
interdepartmental relationships in land management. The seminar 
was attended by approximately 120 civil servants associated with 
land management. Topics discussed at the seminar included: 

(1) land programs and their interdepartmental relationships; 

(2) public land allocation and development ; (3) timber allocation 
and development; (4) water allocation and development ; (5) mineral 
allocation and development; (6) land use controls and restrictions; 
(7) land use planning; (Ss) the role and relationship of regional 
planning commissions to government planning agencies; and (9) land 


surface mining. The seminar highlighted the fact that the 
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administration of land, which is the environmental base, is 
Spread among many interdependent government departments and 
agencies. Recognition was given to the need for close coord 
ination among the land related programs of government. 
Guidelines for the Purchase of Land for Alternate Use — Following 
Comnittee discussion and recommendation, the Minister of the 
Environment approved guidelines for the purchase of land for 
alternate use when requested by agencies external to the 
Provincial government. The prime criteria are: (1) that the 
proposed alternate land use would be beneficial to the municipal 
government district residents as well as the general public and 
(2) that the proposal be made by the municipal government, 
supported by a council motion. These guidelines are presently 
in use in the administration of the land Assembly Program by the 
Department of the Environment. 

Recional Growth Alternatives Study - The Edmonton Regional 
Plarning Commission requested, through the Committee, provincial 
representation on a Technical Coordinating Committee to guide the 
development of growth alternatives study for the Edmonton 
Regional Planning Area. The Technical Coordinating Committee, 
with both provincial and municipal representation, is to under- 
take a primary study to consider: (1) terms of reference, 

(2) basic objectives, (3) extent of study area, (4) study 
participants, (5) organization, (6) staffing, (7) basic data 
requirements, and (8) timing for the growth alternatives study. 
Further progress is pending the completion of funding arrangements 


between the Edmonton Regional Planning Commission and the 


Provincial Planning Board. 
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lesser Slave Lake Sard Dunes - Property on the east shore of 

of Lesser Slave Lake, near the Provincial Park at Lesser Stave 
lake, has been used as a source of sand for ete one purposes. 
This land use is in conflict with the. recreational and aesthetic 
values of the land and with adjacent land use. The Committee 
recommended purchase of the land. Negotiation with the land 
owners have been unsuccessful to date, 

Subdivisions -. During the year the Committee discussed four 
subdivisions which were proposed for land adjacent to water 
bodies: Thunder Lake, Chestermere Lake, Moose Lake, and Sylvan 
lake. The discussion lead to the formation of a task force for 
the purpose of examining and making recommendations on current 
policy regarding lake subdivisions andon current referral 
procedures on subdivision applications. 

Alberta Land Information System - The Data Centre has followed 
up on the Committee's initiative in this area by carrying out a 
preliminary study into the feasibility of establishing an Alberta 
Land Information System, Further investigations must be made into the 
feasibility of land registry, assessment and resource data sub- 
systems of the total land information system. Further work has 
been carricd out in this area by the Information Systems sub- 
committee of the Continuing Committee for Coordinating of 
Statistics and Research. 

Public Hearings of the Environment Conservation Authority — The 
Committee and the Authority have developed a working procedure 
for the preparation of background information for hearings 
conducted by the Authority. The Authority will contact the 


Committee and request its assistance in facilitating the prepar~ 
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ation of pre-hearing background data. The Committee will prepare 
the information required by the Authority. Once the background 
data has been made available to the Authority, the Authority will 
select dates for its hearings. During the year the Committee 
assisted the Authority by preparing backsround data for hearings 
on (1) land use and resource development on the east slopes of the 
Rocky Mountains, (2) sulphur extraction at gas plants, (3) herbi~ 
cides and pesticides, and (1) the environmental impact of forest 
utilization. 


> 


’ Hydrogen Sulfide ~- At the request of the Minister of the Environment, 


the Committee investigated the control of the quality of natural 

gas distribution systems, As a result of the discussion the 

Committee recommended that the Cooperative Activities Branch and 
Pp 


the Gas Protection Branch jointly develop a program to inform gas 


cooperatives, during their formative stages, of their responsibilities 


as both consumers and as an operator of a public utility. 
Environmental Impact of Tar Sands Vevelorvent - the Department of 
the Environment engaged a consortium of consultants (INTEG) to 
carry out a study of the environmental effects of the eventual 
multiplant operation over the extent of the Athabasca Tar Sands. 
Because of the interdepartmental nature of the study requirements, 
the Department of the Environment sought the Committees guidance 
in the management of the study. As a result of Committee 
discussion, an inventory of environmental base line data was 
initiated. 


Crowsnest Pass Area Development - The Committee and the Oldman 


River Regional Planning Commission held a joint meeting on the 
future development of the Crowsnest Pass area. The Commission 


stressed the need for existing government activity at all levels 
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within the area to be organized about a central development 
purpose. The Committee deferred positive response to the 
Commission's development proposal pending completion of the local 
study group report on the amalgamation of the communities in the 
Pass and the Environment Conservation Authority hearings on 
reclamation and development in the Pass. In the interin, 
individual committee members have been cognizant of the develop-— 


ment proposal in their activities in their own jurisdictions. 


. Proposed Land Surface Conservation Act — The draft of this 


proposed legislation was discussed by the Committee. The Bill 
was designed to facilitate the implementation of the regulations 
which were developed through the Conmiptacts Task Force on 
Surface Det ee and Reclamation. Committee discussion of the 
Bill focused upon the administrative implications and general 
content of the draft, 

Swan Hills Erosion Problem ~ At the request of the Minister of 
the Environment, the Committee discussed in detail the erosion 
problem in the Swan Hills. Following the Committees recomnend— 
ation, the Minister of the Environment held a meeting with senior 
petroleum industry officials responsible for unit operations in 
the Swan Hills area. On the basis of agreement reached at this 
meeting, a joint industry-government Swan hills Management 
Steering Committee was appointed by order 14/72 of the Minister 
of the Environment. Steps have been taken to hire a project 
leader to commence corrective action in the coming year. 


i 13 1 i npact Study —- The Government 
Kananaskis Highway Environmental. Impact : 


through the Natural Resources Coordinating Council, requested 


the Committee to examine the impact of this highway. The 
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Committee agreed with the proposal for the highway in principle, 
with adequate precautions taken to protect the environment. 
Through the joint participation of the Department of the Environ— 
ment, the Department of Highways and Transport, ” the Department 
of Lands and Forests an Environmental Impact Statement for 

Primary Highway No, 40 was completed and tabled in the Legislature. 
Foothills Resource Allocation Study - On several occasions the 
Committee was called upon to provide guidance for this study which 
it has sponsored, through the Canada Land Inventory Program, for 
the past three years, The study has been administered by the 
Multiple Use Planning Section of the Department of Lands and 
Forests. The Committee reviewed the first report on the 
preliminary analysis of the Kananaskis-Spray Drainage Areas, 

which has been selected as a pilot area for testing the 
methodology of the study. 

Mineral Sales Referral System - The terms of reference of the 
Mineral Sales Referral Committee were reviewed by the Conservation 
and Utilization Committee and the Natural Resources Coordinating 
Council, and were approved by the Vinister of the Environment on 
October 10, 1972. The established purpose of the Committee is 

not to restrict the sale of Crown mineral rights but to allow 

the mineral rights to be sold while ensuring that the surficial 
environment is not disturbed beyond necessary levels as well as 
reducing the possible causes of degradation of the surrounding 
environment. The Mineral Sales Referral Committee is maintained 
as a standing sub-committee of the Conservation and Utilization 
Committee. Conflict items not resolved within the Conservation 


and Utilization Committee are referred to the Natural Resources 
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Coordinating Council. ‘The membership of the Mineral Sales 
Referral Comnittee includes representation from Snetsica eee 
agencies: (1) Alberta Forest Service, (2) Lands Division, 

(3) inergy Resources Conservation Board, (4) Minerals Division, 
(5) Fish and Wildlife Division, (6) Department of Highways and 
Transport, and (7) Department of the Environment. The Department 
of the Environment has the responsibility for the chairmanship of 


the Mineral Sales Referral Committee, The Committee reviews all 


_ proposed Crown mineral sales within the borders of Alberta. 


Man and Resources Conference Procram ~ The Committee continued 


to be informed of the activities undertaken in connection with 
this program through the Director of Lands, who is the Alberta 
menber on the Man and Resources Conference Program Steering 
Committee for the Canadian Council of Resource and Environment 
Ministers. The Man and Resources Conference Program consists of 
two stages: first, priority problem identification and second, 


the development of solutions and recommendations, Public 


participation is the basis upon which the program has been 


structured. During 1972, the first stage was completed through 
holding local, regional, and provincial workshops throughout 
Alberta. At the national level, a workshop was held October 30, 
1972 in Nontebello, Quebec with 9 Alberta delegates attending. 
Planning for "Stage Two" of the Program was in the advanced 


stages at the end of the calendar year. 


i i ren uman Environment ~ Canada played 
United Nations Conference on the Human Envir } 


a major leadership role in the formulation and adoption of the 


resolutions at the U.N. Conference held in Stockholm from June 


5-16, 1972. In continuing this leadership role on global 
>] e 


environmental matters, the preparation of an Action Plan for the 
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Canadian Environment has been proposed. ‘he Committee struck 4 
task force for the purpose of developing Albertats contribution 
to the Action Plan, 


£0. Environmental Impact Statements - The Department of the Environment, 
in fulfilling its responsibility to maintain the quality of 
Alberta's environment, is instituting a program designed to 
prevent or minimize deleterious environmental actions before 
they occur. The vehicle used for this program is an Environrental 
Impact Assessment. The Environmental Impact Assessment is a tool 
which the Department of the Environment can utilize to facilitate 
there evaluation of 1mpsct. To further thus purpose, “tne 
Department of the Environment commissioned the Cincinnatti 
consulting firm of Dames and Moore to prepare a proposal for 
procedures for assessing environmental impacts, The Committee 
has reviewed’ this proposal. <A critical feature of the proposed 
procedure is that the Conservation and Utilization Committee hes 
been designated as the "clearing house" for the reports because 
it reports directly to the Minister and because it is comprised 
of members from agencies that will have an active role in the 
review of an environmental impact assessment. The Committee will 
distribute reports to all interested agencies for their technical 
review and will solicit their comments for recommendation to 


the Minister of the Environment. 


Summary of Activities 


The Conservation and Utilization Committee held le regular meetings 


and 5 special meetings for a total of 17 meetings during 1972. The 


coordinating efforts of the Committee were associated with a broad 


spectrum of matters pertaining to the environment and natural resource 
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development. The very diverse nature of the items referred to and 
discussed by the Committee attests to the strength TOuUnG 1n a2tsS 
multiple-agency and multiple-discipline representation.- This member-— 
ship has provided and ensured balanced study and Rc cheb government 
action in matters pertaining to the environment and natural resource 


development. 
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PREFACE 


In February, 1971, a task force was formed under the auspices of 
the Joint Advisory Group. The purpose of this three man task force was to 
recommend terms of reference for a committee to be formed with the respon- 
SiIpldatyetostacilitate. if feasible the coordinating of Physical Resource 
Development and Human Resource Adjustment into an integrated, interdis- 
ciplinary program at the operations level se rural scene. The scope of 
the task force was to recommend terms of reference to the Deputy Minister's 
group, the function and responsibility of a committee concerned with Human 
Resource Adjustment. The approach taken by the task force in examining the 
preliminary report on Rural Adjustment Systems and relating it to present 
departmental programs tee to follow the recommendations and supporting 


evidence of the Preliminary Report of the Rural Adjustment Systems of 1969. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


The following recommendations are submitted: 


1) A committee known as the Human Development Committee (H.D.C.)- be 
formed with a permanent chairman selected from one of the Depart- 
ments represented in the committee. 

2) The committee to have appropriate representation at the director 
level from the following Departments (not to exceed nine members) . 
a) Industry § Tourism 
b) Education 
c) Health and Social Development 
d) Agriculture 
€j= ‘Lands & Forests 
f) Youth, Culture & Recreation 
g) Labor 
h) Attorney General 


It is also recommended that a member from the Human Resources Develop- 


ment Authority be on this Committee. 
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3) The committee to develep roles and function of departments of 


government in the rural development systems approach. - 


4) Work with the Metropolitan areas of Edmonton and Calgary in the 
establishment of a. joint coordinating process with the provincial 


committee and the metro areas involved re: Social programs. 


5) Review the new department structures established in the provin- 


cial government, as to their relationship in rural adjustment. 
6) Review the Tradition §& Transition report. 
7) Review the federal programs effecting rural adjustment. 


The study of 5, 6, and 7 and how they will relate and effect a 
rural adjustment system as provincial policy to be reported to the 


Joint Advisory Group by September 15, 1971. 
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